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ACADEMY CF SCIZNCES FORMS NEW INSTITUTES -- Izvestiya, No 27, 3 Feb L9

The aanunt meetliag of the Acadeny sf Sclerces USSR was held din Moscow
on 2 Februsry. It was annsunced that in 1948 the Academy of Sciences USSR
E . «as enlarged by the addition of the following institutes: the Institute of
: Chemistry of Silicates, the Tnstitute of High Molecular Comyounds, the In-
stitute of Drecision Mechanics and Caloulator Toilulguie, Lue Marine Bydro-
Physics Institute, and the Petroleum Institute.

SCIFNTIST3 RECEIVE AWARDS -- Vechernayaya Moskva, No 106, 5 May 49

. s . Two gold medals and two prizes for outstanding work in solence were
bresznted today at a geasion of the Presidium orf the Academy of Sciences
USSR. Academician B A. Vredenskiy (radiophysics and radio engireering)
received the Goid Medal imeni A. S. Popov for 1549. The Gold Medal imeni
B. V. Dokuckayev for 1548 was awarded Posthumously to Profeesor S. A.
Zakharov (s2i1 sclence). Correspnnding Member K. I. Akhiyszer of the
\cadeay of Scionces Ukralnian SSR recelved the Prize imeni P. L. Chebyshev

- Tor work in mathematics. ¥e. N. Shonukin, known for his research {n the
’ northern Urals, recelved the Prize imeni A. D, Arkhangel'skiy for 1948
for als work In gaciogy-
BALIGON CENT SETS RECORD -- Fatriot Rodiny, No 35, 1 May 49; Vechernyaya
Moslva, N 101, 27 Apr 49 -
The f>llowing data has been pubiished on the record-breaking balloon
azcent of 12,100 meters made by the free ballnon S£SSR VP-79 on 27 April
19k3:
The ascent began at 0522 from the airfield of Muin Admiristration of
Zydrometearslogical Service, Soviet of Mintsters USSR.
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‘e ballosa rose 3,000 metsre in the first 20 minutes, the rate of ascent b . .
up o this point being 1.5-2 weters.per cecond. The crew, A. F. Krikun and P. P. ' ' '
Polasukhin, then put on oxygen masks. The sscending speed lncreased to 6 neters
per second. The balloon first went -im a northeastern dilrection, and the: in & : H
utierly direction, toward Mogoow.. At 6,900 meters the balluon travelled In a g

; westerly dirsction. - Ab- 7,500 msters ths gas bag Look on & sphorical shape.
The free.ascent continued up to.a height of 3,200 méters, vhere the first zone
“of:equilibrinm wae reached. Here the-crew Jettisoned some ballast. The ascent
contirined at o rate of 2-3 meters per second. At 0700, south of Podol'sk, the
ballosn reached & height of ‘12,100 meters. The temperature at this helght was
57 deprees below zero. A thick haze was oh the horizon, and vistbllity was more
than 60 kilpmeters. )

) The rate of descent to 9,500 meters was 1.5-Z meters per second. Then it
~1lacrensed considerably, and the crew.waa obliged to Jettison-some equipment and
tné remaining tallast. The landing wag made successfully near the village of

Yakshino, Dubenskly Rayon, Tula Oblast, at 0803.

All: pavigation ingtruments which recorded altitude, speed of ascent, and \
Ll ght curve were turned ovsr to the Sports Commission of the Central Aviation
. Club USSR-imeni V. P. Chkalov.

" DASHAVA: GAS USED FOR METAL WORK -- Zravde Ukrainy, No 15, 19 Jan b9

e : The ‘[agtitute of ¥lectrips Welding, Academy of Sciencee Ukrainian SSR, has
" ‘ < {nvestlgated the poaaihilities ‘of using naturs) gas from Daghave for oxygen
cutting of stoel and welding of cartain nonferrous metals. Prsliminary teets
have shown that natural gas, havicg & high calorific value and a sufficient
flame temparature, can be used with good results.

The cutting speed was the same as in the case of acetylene, and the cut
surface was consideradly smocther. The cost of cutting with natural gas is
36-97 percent less than cutting with acetylene. At the same time, natural gas
makee working much easier, since 1t eliminates the expenditure of scarce
calcium carbide and the need for constent attention to the gas generator.

FAZAYISTAN ACADEMY ORGANTZFS EXPEDITION .- K.uenaya Zvezda, No 15, 25 Jan 49

The Academy of Soicaces Kazakh 8SR hac developed ang approved a plan for
further study of tho resources of the Republic. This year, 166 expeditione are
being sent out to the deser:t of central Kazekhstan and to> the Tyan'-Shan' and
Alvay Mountains to search for new mineral depositas, sufvey prodiction probleas,
and study the flora and fauna, and the nistory of Kazakhstan.

SCIENTISTS STUDY BARTHQUAKES -- Sovetskaya Moldaviya, No 82, 24 Apr b9

LR

Soviet sclentists are working on a nethod of predicting earthquakes,
according to a statement by Prof M. A. Pavlor of the Moldavian SSR, but as yet
have found no sign by vwhich earthguakes can be predicted.

ACADEMICIAK G. O. FRAFTIO DIRS -- Izvestiya, No 1Ok, 5 May k9
Acadenic:un G. O. Graftis, a pioneer in Soviet .ydroelectric power, has o
dled. ZSraftio participated in the comstruction of the Svir GES znd was a
. lead{ng participant in ths GOEIRO plaan. An Active Member ol the Acadsmy of
Sclencas JSSR since 1336, Le held tile .ider of Lenin and the Crds: ot labkor
Red Banner.
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